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raise now over super Tuesday's less than a week away one-third of all the delegates at stake for the party 
nominations to be decided on that one giant primary voting day and tonight it appears very clear who has got 
as a former president named Bush used to call it the big mole we have two reports beginning with NBC's 
Lisa Myers emboldened by his clean sweep a greatly relieved and confident george w bush campaigns with 
new energy in georgia and later in missouri bush hammers away on education reform which he hopes will 
feel independence and moderates away through john mccain this party better have someone who hadn't 
been silent on the subject of education reform for 17 years in washington DC shrugging off his latest setback 
mccain spends a second a barnstorming california and what could be his last chance to win republicans next 
tuesday I'm very optimistic look when you get six thousand people to show up in San Diego on a sunny day 
when the when the surf is up you're doing okay but amid signs of a backlash McCain today appears to at 
least soften his latest attacks on leaders of the religious ride yesterday he called them quote an evil influence 
today he says this it's part of the light-hearted and frankly optimistic way we tried to conduct this campaign 
and if it was taken in any other way than I'd like to correct that right now but a leading Republican who 
recently pronounced McCain the most electable says he no longer thinks that because McCain went too far 
to call them evil is quite something else this is way over the line | think it's pretty extreme quite extreme 
reckless and self-destructive and the holy war has another casualty Bush used to call McCain his buddy do 
you still consider him a friend | try not to take things personally in politics and I'll of course assess 
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politics and I'll of course assess things once the campaigns in it but Kemp calling somebody an anti-catholic 
bigot is is beyond the reach with only six days to the commercial showdown Bush clearly has the advantage 
at this stage of the game George W Bush is now on a hydrofoil and poor John McCain is in a rowboat only 
by finally winning over his party can McCain keep his boat from hitting an iceberg Bush on the other hand 
thinks he has the finish line inside Lisa Myers NBC News with the Bush campaign in st. Louis this is Claire 
Shipman in Los Angeles where Bill Bradley after a dismal showing in Washington faces growing questions 
about when he might drop out of the race let me let me begin by just saying that the Mark Twain put it best 
when he said the reports of my demise are greatly exaggerated Bradley's behind in the polls coast to coast 
in every Super Tuesday state and sources say some top aides have discussed whether an early exit before 
March 7th might be more graceful Bradley insists he's in the game for at least another week but his close- 
knit team is showing signs of internal dissent some advisors pointing to what they say were key campaign 
mistakes such as the decision to invest more than a hundred days in lowa a longshot instead of 
concentrating on New Hampshire where some argue he had his best chance the recent move to focus on 
Washington State a contest with no delegates at the expense of New York the state many believe is natural 
for Bradley and smaller decisions sitting on a campaign ad with Michael Jordan for two months that's why I'm 
supporting Bill Bradley for president waiting until after New Hampshire to put it on the air but other Bradley 


advisors say they were hurt by the Republican contest and the long wait between Democratic primaries if 
you're seeing news covered at the Republicans and no news about the Democrats you would assume | 
guess the Democratic contest doesn't exist Bradley has new 
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contest doesn't exist Bradley has new campaign ads out he's even bought five minutes of prime time on 
Thursday but look for a loftier tone you were attacked on Al Gore Bill Bradley clearly wants a graceful exit 
from this race so they will continue to have influence on American politics and he will continue to draw young 
people to him gore in the meantime took it easy today in advance of a democratic debate president should 
senator Bradley get out this morning I'm campaigning here in California the vice president wants to avoid any 
appearance of gloating but his strategy reflects the new reality aides say more and more gore will be defining 
himself against the Republicans Claire Shipman NBC News Los Angeles run in this race on this Thursday 
before Super Tuesday George W Bush is running like a man on a roll our report tonight from NBC's Lisa 
Myers Brian the critical moment for both candidates is a debate here tonight in Los Angeles george w bush 
will reach out to moderates and independents hoping to finally prove the john mccain isn't the only republican 
who can attract non-republican votes in San Diego this morning who's already pushing his favorite subject 
education which he plans to bring up often tonight he says voters will see two candidates with different 
agendas and styles sounds like Senator McCain is increasingly becoming angry as the campaign goes on 
I'm going to talk about a hopeful future and optimistic future Senator McCain is in fact angry today over this 
new Bush radio ad by a breast cancer survivor McCain opposes funding for vital breast cancer programs 
right here in New York my message is Governor Bush get out of the gutter acknowledge the fact that I have 
been a strong supporter of breast cancer research and let's stop this kind of campaign in fact McCain has 
repeatedly voted for cancer research but his campaign website does list to New York breast cancer projects 
among the 
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York breast cancer projects among the pork-barrel spending he would cut as president with the race in New 
York a dead heat Bush in the Republican establishment are trying to turn McCain's crusade against pork 
against him highlighting all the New York projects he opposed New York Governor George Pataki 
spearheading the Bush campaign also hammers McCain for suggesting Bush is anti-catholic to inject religion 
into a campaign as Senator McCain's campaign has done | think is just a portent and and should be 
repudiated by the American people there is even a mysterious new group spending hundreds of thousands 
perhaps millions of dollars on ads attacking McCain's environmental records last year John McCain voted 
against solar and renewable energy the ad which the bush camp claims to know nothing about also praises 
Bush's environmental records which has been criticized by many environmentalists the fact that the Bush 
campaign put on the brass knuckles in New York underscores how much Bush thinks is at stake on Tuesday 
top aides say that if he wins both California and New York it becomes very tough for John McCain to 
continue Brian Lisa Myers in Los Angeles tonight the McCain campaign has been busy containing damage 
that the candidate caused McCain himself is saying he'll stay around but he does need a good showing to do 
that NBC's Anne Thompson is traveling with him tonight and good evening to you good evening Brian John 
McCain making a fast stop here in st. Louis to stop he did not want to make to appear by satellite in tonight's 
California debate the off-again on-again decision as to whether to participate in tonight's debate typical of the 
problems worrying some top campaign advisers this week one admitting that for the last few days John 
McCain has been off message aides conceding that the fallout from his harsh criticisms of conservative 
leaders Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson creating a backlash within his own camp tonight a chance to 
reverse horse to get past the 





chance to reverse horse to get past the holy war that has dominated the news this week now they must put 
forward what one insider calls the real John McCain getting back to the issues that you set ignited his 
candidacy in New Hampshire reformed saving Social Security and paying down the debt tonight even 
McCain admitting that in the past few days he's paid much too much attention to process and as the day's 
countdown to Super Tuesday that he must avoid the tit-for-tat with Governor Bush that so characterized that 
bitter campaign in South Carolina Brian Ann Thompson in st. Louis for us tonight politics and what has 
become a tough struggle suddenly for Republican presidential hopeful John McCain the man who caught fire 
coming out of Michigan is watching his own campaign get doused and it's not just the fault of his opponent 
george w bush with just three days until super tuesday voting a new Zogby poll out tonight shows he leads 
only in massachusetts while his edge in new york a crucial state has now eroded here's NBC's Anne 
Thompson john mccain on wall street today polls show his stocks slipping with voters here his staff worried in 
the words of one top mccain official this is absolutely a must-win State the candidate also concerned about 
new attack ads aimed at him don't be fooled by them my friends don't let the special-interest decide who's 
gonna win this election here's what he's talking about last year John McCain voted against solar and 
renewable energy a two million dollar ad blitz that appeared mysteriously paid for by Republicans for clean 
air a group no one knew today NBC News learned it's financed by Sam wily a wealthy Texas businessman 
whose companies have given george w bush nearly a quarter of a million dollars over the last ten years we 
had no and no knowledge whatsoever that sam wily was going to run this ad mccain also hit 
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going to run this ad mccain also hit hard by a bush radio ad accusing him of voting against breast cancer 
research mccain opposes funding for vital breast cancer programs right here in new york today in a 
conveniently time visit governor bush at a breast cancer forum on a New York College campus l'm glad to 
take a little time off the campaign trail to talk policy but McCain surrogates charging it's all about politics the 
see such a serious issue abused that way and the lies being told about it and the distortions really went 
beyond anything I've seen in New York politics we've clear of politics in New York that's gone beyond going 
into Super Tuesday the latest MSNBC Reuters tracking polls shows Bush now leading or statistically tied in 
seven of eight key states including New York McCain has led by as much as three and now Bush is ahead 
by three if we see Bush continuing tomorrow to lead by a few points that could be very bad news for John 
McCain once a hot commodity in New York John McCain now struggling in a state he says could determine 
the course of the Republican Party an Thompson NBC News New York with Tom Brokaw good evening in 
the closing hours before the biggest Tuesday of this pre-parole presidential primary campaign it is beginning 
to resemble the television rustling shows let's get ready to rumble on the eve of Super Tuesday it's looking 
like a lot for Al Gore among the Democrats and a decided advantage for governor Bush among the 
Republicans in the States for Republicans will cast ballots Bush is leading in seven states in voter surveys 
including the big ones of California New York and Ohio McCain's leads are in the smaller states clustered in 
New England but then he's defined defied these polls before McCain said today that the race is simply too 
volatile for the polls to be trusted but he saved most of his firepower for the Bush campaign tactics NBC's 
David bloom is with us tonight on the final flurry 





is with us tonight on the final flurry of attacks and counter-attacks David you're in California at Tom this is the 
big prize California barring a McCain miracle Bush is expected to win among Republicans here and if he also 
sweeps to victory in Ohio and New York even John McCain's top advisors concede this race is over but the 
fight isn't out of John McCain criss-crossing California today the Arizona senator rips bush for refusing to call 
upon two of his biggest campaign contributors to stop running this anti McCain ad which even some neutral 
Republicans claim distorts McCain's environmental record tell his sleazy Texas buddies to stop these 
negative ads take your money back to Texas where it belongs today McCain files a complaint with the 
Federal Election Commission calling the two and a half million dollar ad campaign quotes illegal and 
unethical but Bush again insists he's not behind the ads tells his education record and campaign side by side 
his wife courting women voters and talks about his primary fight against John McCain as if it's already over 


my message is sharper it's good for people who are wondering whether or not | could battle back battle he 
did Bush running his own ads questioning McCain's commitment to breast cancer research the ads sparking 
angry calls today to a breast cancer hotline in New York women irate that the issue was being politicized | 
think women are feeling very angry and feel that it's demeaning to use an issue that's so personal and 
intimate to them in to win votes from the female population but pushes aggressive tactics and McCain's 
innovating the court Republicans have paid off Bush's big lead ahead in more than half the Super Tuesday 
states including California Ohio and New York means the Texas governor could win as winning is 525 
delegates tomorrow leaving him only 439 shorts of capturing the Republican nomination outright McCain's 
longshot strategy sweep New England split the delegates with Bush in New York and Ohio and win 
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with Bush in New York and Ohio and win the popular vote in California even if he loses among Republicans 
here the problem for governor Bush is that even if he piles up victories and delegates tomorrow this 
Republican race will end on a bitter notes McCain's charges that Bush is distorting his record echoing in the 
minds of independents and moderate Democrats the very voters George W Bush most needs if he's to win 
this fall Tom thanks very much NBC's David bloom in California tonight on the Democratic side as it has 
been for several weeks now it appears to be a big call for Al Vice President Al Gore / former Senator Bill 
Bradley NBC Claire Shipman is covering the Democrats for us tonight Claire Tom even as polls predict an 
easy victory for Al Gore over Bill Bradley in all 16 contests al gore is still doing battle but now it's with the 
general election in mind for the second day in a row al gore focuses his attacks on texas governor george w 
bush under his leadership the state of texas now ranks 49th in health insurance for children yesterday gore 
took the offensive and attacking bush on what may prove a tricky issue for both men campaign finance 
reform the vice president is finding it increasingly hard to hide his confidence here all smiles in a rare on-the- 
record session with reporters on his plane still volunteers like these in Georgia are intently focused on getting 
out the vote tomorrow making sure Democrats don't simply stay home good morning say hello to Bill Bradley 
Democratic candidate for president Bill Bradley meanwhile looking for last-minute votes this morning at New 
York's Staten Island Ferry still insisting a surprise is possible but if there is no surprise if Bradley loses big his 
aides are reluctant to talk about it but suggest he'd take a day or so to draft a speech and then find a graceful 
way out Tom thanks very much 
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graceful way out Tom thanks very much NBC's Claire Shipman tonight who's world headquarters in New 
York this is NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw good evening on this Super Tuesday with elections and 
caucuses underway in almost a third of the states a day that will likely determine the outcome of the races for 
the presidential nominations in both parties from New England to California from New York to Georgia Ohio 
to Missouri voters are choosing between Bush and McCain gore and Bradley and based on what we're 
hearing the patterns going into Super Tuesday seemed to be holding but it's important to remember the 
voting still was going on in all of the states we're gonna begin tonight with NBC's David bloom and the 
campaign of Texas Governor George Bush David is he still a confident man at this hour Tommy's brimming 
with confidence tonight the Texas governor believes that he's poised to win a decisive victory this evening in 
fact he's hoping to sweep the three biggest states California Ohio even New York and so tonight the Texas 
governor is extending an olive branch to his Republican rival John McCain and setting his sights on Vice 
President Al Gore the Texas governor meeting with his staff the state capitol in Austin today insists he's 
mentally prepared and physically ready to keep fighting John McCain but Bush makes clear he wants this 
bitter Republican primary battle over and offers to sit down with McCain to end their feud I'm confident we 
can heal wounds that may exist between us even if he wins the Republican nomination the brutal primary 
fight has taken a heavy toll bleeding bush of his huge cash advantage of her gore and McCain's charges that 
Bush is a captive of the religious rights and ill prepare to be commander in chief are sure to be exploited by 
Gore this fall | think it's gonna be a tough campaign given the way that this administration has conducted 
themselves over the past seven years it's a it's a politics of personal destruction it they'd much rather fight 
than debate this is an administration 
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than debate this is an administration that has divided people into groups and so | think it's gonna be a very 
tough campaign George W Bush will watch the election returns from the governor's mansion here in Austin 
Texas aides say he's already written a rough draft of a victory speech in which he says that it's time for 
reform and renewal in America and urges voters to reject what he calls a third clinton-gore term Tom thanks 
very much NBC's David bloom tonight as for John McCain this is a do-or-die day and already there is 
speculation about what he'll do if he cannot get the Republican presidential nomination NBC's Anne 
Thompson is with McCain campaign tonight and Tom this is by anyone standard a make-or-break night for 
John McCain one of his advisors saying he must win one of the big three Ohio California or New York 
another adviser saying without a big win tonight it is close to the end of the road for the McCain campaign a 
quiet day for John McCain here in California calling local radio stations to get out the vote say no matter what 
happens tonight that he will not consider being vice president and that he does believe that george w bush is 
qualified to be president now all along mccain has described his campaign is an uphill battle and tonight it 
has never looked steeper after what aides concede has been a rough week his strategy tonight to sweep 
New England when a majority of the delegates in New York take some delegates from Ohio and Missouri 
and win the popular vote in California staff members say they have the money to go forward even planning 
campaign stops later this week in Colorado in Illinois but as one top advisor told me we must have some 
wins tonight something to hang our hat on to go forward Todd thanks very much NBC's Anne Thompson 
tonight on the Democratic side there is simply no sign of hope for bill Bradley's challenge to Vice President Al 
Gore who is already campaigning as if it's the general election NBC's Claire Shipman is 
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election NBC's Claire Shipman is covering the gore campaign on this big night Claire big celebration tonight 
and for now bill Bradley's plans should he lose big according to sources are to spend tomorrow working on a 
speech that his aides expect him to deliver on Thursday formally pulling out of the race al gore poised for a 
big win still has the same message and aides say he'll repeat that theme tonight in his victory speech his 
success they believed only came when he cast off his complacent frontrunner status and they want to keep 
him in fighting form gore here dropping in on campaign workers at his Nashville headquarters will also make 
a direct appeal tonight for independent and Republican voters to join his effort I'd like to have your support in 
the election his advisers are hoping that he will be in a better position than george w bush they think his likely 
rival to grab that vote Bradlee sources say is upbeat philosophical almost and determined to end on a 
positive note aides say he may make a concession call to Gore tonight which he didn't do after the earlier 
primaries and again they say in his speech which is expected to be delivered on Thursday in New Jersey 
Bradley will cast his effort not as an end but as a first step toward political reform Tom thank you very much 
NBC's Claire Shipman tonight what are the voters been saying today as they leave the polling places about 
their issues their selections NBC's Washington bureau chief and moderator of Meet the Press is Tim Russert 
Tim what do you have worst night Tom let's look at three states which I think are indicative for tonight that's 
viewing first Vermont it's next to New Hampshire where John McCain did very well in Vermont voters today 
said John McCain has a 74 percent approval rating George W Bush 55 and Tom 54% say that Bush 
attacked opponents unfairly and 53 
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Bush attacked opponents unfairly and 53 percent said John McCain's their real reformer Vermont voters 
telling us attitudes very similar to what we heard from New Hampshire voters let's go to Georgia a southern 
state like South Carolina in Virginia where George W Bush did well 52 percent give John McCain a favorable 
rating in Georgia 80% of Georgian voters say they give George W Bush a favorable rating 27% say that 
Bush attacked his opponents unfairly that's an extremely low number 49 percent say McCain attacked 
unfairly and Tom Ohio John McCain hopes that Ohio behaves like Michigan where he won the primary but if 
you look at the results today from voters who talking about Fable unfavorable ratings 58% give McCain a 
good rating 73% give George W Bush a favorable reading and Tom forty percent of the people who voted 


today said that John McCain's attack on the Religious Right influenced their voting and their thinking and 
only 33 percent felt that George Bush had attacked his opponent unfairly it appears the voters of Ohio have a 
different attitude towards the candidates than we heard earlier in the campaign from Michigan all right thank 
you very much NBC's Tim Russell Porsche is preparing to take on Vice President Al Gore in the fall gore 
intern is already sharpening his Bush line of attack but wait a minute john mccain remains in the race if just 
barely so where do we go from here NBC's David bloom begins tonight with the bush and McCain 
campaigns David Tom after routing John McCain last night governor Bush is taking aim at Vice President Al 
Gore but from the McCain campaign tonight rumblings but the Arizona senator might actually consider a 
third-party bid for the presidency most prominent Republicans dismiss such talk as mere posturing but it 
makes the nervous because Bush desperately needs those McCain voters to defeat Al Gore in 
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those McCain voters to defeat Al Gore in the Texas Capitol today governor Bush tells reporters that his 
sweeping victory proves he's battle-tested ready to take on Vice President Gore if people are happy with the 
status quo in Washington then vote for Al Gore if people are happy with what Al Gore and Bill Clinton the 
tone they've set for America then you've got a perfect person to vote for but if this Republican race is over 
John McCain isn't listening at least not yet McCain arriving back home in Arizona today heads to his retreat 
in Sedona to consider his options which one aide describes as stay in the race get out or go elsewhere 
McCain says he'll evaluate the situation tonight and tomorrow and we you'd be making a decisions as to 
what we will do campaign and exactly have love do it the most likely scenario aides say McCain suspends 
his campaign doesn't endorse Bush right away but also doesn't bolt the party but even the talk by some 
McCain staffers that he might leave the GOP angers many Republicans close to the Arizona senator they did 
some clearer thinking immediately certainly in the next day or two and realize that John McCain is a 
Republican Republican sources say former presidential candidate Bob Dole is playing the role of 
intermediary reaching out to McCain's campaign chairman Warren Rudman with a simple message for the 
loyalty of the party for the benefit of the candidate who most closely mirrors his beliefs join up sign up partner 
up with Governor Bush bring the McCain voters permanently into the GOP but it's an open question whether 
those McCain voters will ultimately side with Bush in exit polls forty percent say they'll vote for Al Gore in the 
general election Tom thanks very much NBC's David bloom tonight whatever McCain decides the 
Republican Party is like a family feud 
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Republican Party is like a family feud that suddenly deteriorated into an unexpectedly bloody brawl now how 
to patch it all up again here's NBC's Lisa Myers the first task for George W Bush uniting his own party now 
badly divided Republicans insists this year isn't that bad certainly not as bloody as 1976 when then President 
Ford and Ronald Reagan battled all the way to the convention and that the wounds can be healed the key 
they say John McCain Bush can't win if he does not keep the McCain constituency there has to be an 
accommodation here that Bush must reach out to McCain and to McCain's people Wow perhaps my 
adopting some of McCain's reform agenda he would be very very helpful if John McCain played a prominent 
role in the campaign that also may help Bush in his second more difficult task winning over millions of 
independents who haven't voted for a Republican president in a decade but were attracted to bush last year 
before he veered right into primaries the whole campaign against McCain has made many voters wonder 
whether Bush's the the centrist and the moderate that they thought he was back in 1999 | think Bush gets 
back to his original message which is I'm a different kind of a Republican Bush already is trying to do that 
with a speech on religious tolerance this week an agreement to finally meet with a group of gay Republicans 
and more talk of compassion and inclusion still Republicans say Bush's biggest task of all is to make himself 
a better candidate he is not dumb he is not thick but he is thick tongues he's got to speak in a clearer manner 
not let his words jumbled into each other some worry that Governor Bush hasn't yet projected the desire and 
strength voters look for in the president and he's got to 
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in the president and he's got to convince people that he is not soft he's gentle but he's not soft he's smart he 
can do this he has internal strength he's got six months to do that for all the worries and there are many one 
important note of optimism among Republicans they think George W Bush is more likable than Al Gore and 
in picking the president's experts say most voters vote for the man not based on issues Lisa Myers NBC 
News Washington as for the Democrats is now just a formality tomorrow former Senator Bill Bradley will 
announce that he's leaving the race after failing to win a single primary and Vice President Al Gore as he has 
been for several days now he's up and already running against George W Bush NBC's Claire Shipman is on 
the Democratic campaigns not with Bradley poised to leave the campaign Al Gore has already started the 
next round targeting george w bush today in nashville in his speech last night governor bush did not even 
mention health care and it may not be a priority for him but it is a priority for me as borer advisors look at his 
strengths for the battle with bush they believe their candidate emerges less damaged from the primaries than 
Bush that Gore holds more popular positions on issues people care about like health care and they think 
Gore will benefit greatly from the booming economy and the greatest challenges the gore team thinks he'll 
face Bush's charisma his retail campaign ability Bush's money he spent a lot but Gore aides worry he can 
raise a lot more and most of all Bush's aggressive campaign style Gore aides believe he'll hit back harder 
and more quickly than Bradley and Gore's strategy for the coming months save money by not running ads 
but keep meeting voters around the country face to face carefully take advantage of government paid vice 
presidential travel and PR opportunities and convince the public that he is the 
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and convince the public that he is the reform candidate so that he can grab the independent vote it may be a 
hard sell after serving as vice president for seven years and still answering questions about that Buddhist 
temple fundraiser but gore is carefully trying to take the sting out of that incident admitting a mistake and at 
the same time likening himself to John McCain I've learned from my mistakes like John McCain | bring 
personal experience to the cause and commitment of campaign finance reform | think it's fascinating so 
aggressively to get the McCain voters he's not basking in victory he's already plunging ahead toward 
November which showed just how important he thinks of McCain voters are gore advisors couldn't agree 
more in fact they believe McCain supporters could determine the outcome of the election a race they think 
will be dead even right through the fall Claire Shipman NBC News Nashville Tom Brokaw good evening 
Texas Governor George W Bush may have the Republican presidential nomination locked up but he still has 
to win the support of his principal rival Arizona Senator John McCain McCain today suspended his active 
campaign but promised to fight on for the reforms that got him so much attention and support from 
independents and Democrats who cross party lines NBC's Anne Thompson tonight on the McCain decision 
and strategy now John McCain the Maverick who rocked the Republican establishment with dramatic wins in 
New Hampshire and Michigan today chose an equally dramatic setting to halt his campaign | am no longer 
an active candidate for my party's nomination for president McCain won seven state primaries 231 
Republican delegates more than 5 million votes but today an admission he could not be Texas Governor 
George W Bush who he congratulated but did not endorse that he deserves the best wishes of every 
American he certainly has mine after a nearly year-long crusade winning 
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nearly year-long crusade winning independence and crossover Democrats McCain stressed he still loves the 
Republican Party but he is also a committed reformer and issued what sounded like a warning to the GOP 
should our party ever abandon this principle the American people will rightly abandon us and we will surely 
slip into the mists of history one man who would like John McCain support and voters Governor Bush called 
the senator today | appreciate so very much his willingness to enter the arena and talk about issues that 
were dear to his heart a highly placed source in the bush camp says intermediaries are working to bring the 
two adversaries together what does McCain want advisors say to keep reform at center stage in the 
presidential contest without McCain in the race the question is where will his voters go they're looking for 
honor commitment a sense of caring about the country and doing the country's business in a different way 
the latest NBC news/wall Street Journal poll shows they're almost evenly split between Bush and Vice 


President Al Gore with almost the third still undecided last thing McCain wants them to do is stay home our 
crusade will never accomplish all its goals if your voices fall silent in our national debate McCain says he will 
now go back to the Senate his presidential bus ride over but he vows his crusade will go on an Thompson 
NBC News Sedona Arizona as for the Democrats former Senator Bill Bradley dropped out of the race today 
and endorsed Vice President Al Gore but Bradley too promised to continue our crusade for reform of the 
political system however as NBC's David Gregory reports Bradley doesn't have the same leverage as John 
McCain like most farewells bill Bradley's exit was full of sorrow tears filling the eyes of supporters who looked 
on as the candidate came home to New Jersey to 
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candidate came home to New Jersey to declare the end of what he called a joyous journey it is something 
that | believe | gave my full heart mind soul and energy to and it didn't turn out Bradley who failed to win a 
single contest pledge to support vice president Gore's he goes forward saying it's time for unity but referring 
to what was at times a contentious even personally negative battle between them he said Gore will have to 
run quote a better campaign in the fall and Bradley whose advisers complained for weeks about all the 
media attention lavished on Senator McCain today argued he and the Republican maverick were on parallel 
tracks all along and it shows how difficult it is to run against entrenched power in this country where did 
Bradley go wrong his advisers and top supporters point to several key weaknesses too much time and 
money devoted to the lowa caucuses even though the system they're almost always Awards frontrunners 
with establishment support failure to fight back advisers say Bradley was too slow to respond to Gore's 
attacks and failed to initiate attacks of his own perhaps most important a subdued campaign style Bradley 
often seemed aloof distant profesora table advisor said he approached the campaign as quote a cerebral X 
sighs still Bradley is upbeat we have been defeated but the cause for which Iran has not been the cause of 
trying to create a new politics in this country the cause of trying to fulfill our special promise as a nation that 
cannot be defeated by one or a hundred defeats so what now for Bill Bradley again today dismissed the 
notion of becoming a vice presidential candidate asked if he'd run for president again he'd say only I'm going 
on vacation David Gregory NBC News West Orange New Jersey and there are a 
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West Orange New Jersey and there are a big state primaries tomorrow but the nominations are already 
wrapped up so the general campaign is underway and the Vice President Al Gore is picking up John McCain 
seems in attacking texas governor george w bush gore is portraying himself as a reformer on campaign 
finances and that has outraged many republicans here's NBC's clerkship al gore today in Florida again trying 
to spend weakness into strength criticizing george w bush for not supporting campaign finance reform 
challenging him to a joint ban on soft monitor unregulated political contributions all he has to do is say yes 
bush hits back with what his advisors say will be a central campaign theme that Gore is a hypocrite this guy's 
gonna say anything to get elected | read the newspaper yesterday where all of a sudden he's for campaign 
funding reform given the Democratic fundraising scandal of 1996 and Al Gore's controversial appearance at 
a Buddhist temple and the recent conviction of Democratic fundraiser in Gore friend Maria Shah and the fact 
that newly leaked Justice Department documents raised more questions about what Gore knew and when it 
does seem unlikely he would make campaign finance a key campaign issue but Gore and his advisers now 
believe that it can actually be a winning issue for them and a critical overture to John McCain's voters the 
first step learning something from McCain's willingness to embrace mistakes I've learned from my mistakes 
I've learned from my mistakes and gore aides say he's determined to try now because he's committed to the 
issue he supported reform legislation and is tired of being embarrassed by 1996 he wants to send a signal to 
Bush that he's not afraid of any issue and aides Say it's better to remind voters of scenes like these now than 
just before election day and finally he and his team think that Bush who has an embraced reform is 
vulnerable campaign 





embraced reform is vulnerable campaign finance reform advocates say both gore and Bush have a lot to 
prove gore has the right policy he's got to show that it really means something that he's different from Clinton 
on this that he will actually make it happen Bush has to show that he cares at all a critical question does the 
public care only a small group of voters considers it a priority in this NBC poll the issue ranks well below 
health care and social security for example still in a tight race which both sides say this will be even a small 
group of voters can prove decisive Claire Shipman NBC News New York in presidential politics tonight a few 
months ago this was billed as Super Tuesday to six southern and border states holding primaries one week 
after Super Tuesday one of course it's turned out to be a mere formality Al Gore and George W Bush blew 
out their opposition last week both are expected to win enough delegates in tonight's contest to lock up their 
respective party nominations which will of course come at the conventions this summer InFocus this evening 
decision mm the general election still seven-and-a-half months away and the latest polls show Republican 
George W Bush and Democrat Al Gore in a virtual dead heat on Thursday | sat down with the vice president 
after a campaign stop in the Washington area | began by asking him how he plans to attract supporters of 
John McCain and Bill Bradley one issue that the American people have lifted up during this campaign is the 
issue of campaign reform | think the American people are right | think that we need to get the so-called soft 
money or special interest money out of our campaigns and give our democracy back to the people but you 
have said that you made mistakes with regard to the past and campaign fundraising you've mentioned the 
Buddhist temple and the the phone calls the fundraising phone calls what is it there that you did 





calls what is it there that you did wrong pushing the limits as both parties did in the 96 campaign | and so 
long as the so-called soft money is a pervasive part of all of the campaign's and both political parties you're 
gonna have people in both parties put in situations where they're under pressure to push the limits and like 
John McCain | have learned from my personal experience with this what have you learned I've learned that 
we need to push hard to get this enacted into law and I've also learned but from those incidents what did you 
learn well I've learned that we ought to get an agreement between the two parties to get that kind of soft 
money out of politics all together but you're still raising soft money the Democrats because because you're 
not gonna you know let it's like arms control you know while you're working for arms control you don't 
unilaterally disarm because then that that lets the special interests win altogether now if you look toward the 
fall what's the biggest hurdle that you've got to overcome | think the biggest hurdle is to convince the others 
in this race that it's in the best centers of our country to elevate the competition and to conduct the dialogue 
on a higher plane a lot of people have been turning away from our democracy and | think that that telling it 
like it is and focusing on ideas instead of insults on issues instead of partisan combat is a way to elevate our 
democracy like his opponent Gore grew up in a politically prominent family senator Albert Gore senior lost a 
bitter re-election battle in 1970 in part because of his opposition to the Vietnam War the vice president's 
father passed away in 1998 | took from his life 





passed away in 1998 | took from his life and experience the than the conviction that doing the right thing is 
the way to breathe life into our democracy and the politically popular thing in the short run it is not 
necessarily what is it is the best thing for for our country in the long run and | I'll always think of my dad in 
those terms and when we continue politics and guns 
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